
As we close 
in on the 
milestone of 
the fifth 
annual Clays 
for Cara, 
now is a 
good 
opportunity 
to reflect on 
where we’ve been and 
where we’re headed.  We 
started out of a deep desire 
to show our support to the 
Hobbs family during Cara’s 
battle with brain cancer, 
and we came together the 
following year to establish a 
memorial endowment in her 
name.

Since then, we’ve 
shifted our primary focus to 
providing direct financial 
support to families dealing 
with cancer and other life 
threatening illnesses. 

 Thank You to our 2014 Sponsors

Issue #2

The 2014 
Clays for Cara 

Annual 
Fundraising 

Event is right 
around the 

corner.
You can sign 

up and 
register on 

our new website 
ClaysforCara.com!  
We are also excited to 

announce Ravencliff will be 
back at this year’s event!  

Check them out at 
Ravencliffband.com
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Clays for Cara
Saturday October 4th

Update from the Board…

Andrew Watson
President

Clays for Cara

I encourage you to 
take some time and learn 
about the familes we are 
supporting this year, and 
get an update on past 
scholarship receipients.

We need your help and 
here are 3 ways you can 
help support us:

1)  Sponsorships - Clays 
for Cara is always looking 
for corporate 
sponsorships to help 
support our cause.

2) Support Clays for Cara 
by attending our annual 
event on October 4th!

3) Check out our new 
Clays for Cara website 
claysforcara.com and sign 
up for updates and our 
quarterly newsletter!

Quarterly Newsletter 

Summer 2014



2013 Scholarship
Updates

Erin Moran Shaw

Earlier this year Erin 
began having severe 
migraine’s, however being 6 
months pregnant, initially 
thought it was pregnancy 
related.  After symptoms 
increased in frequency and 
became more severe her 
husband Travis took her to the 
emergency room.  An MRI 
showed that Erin had a brain 
tumor and underwent surgery 
the next morning.  Doctors 
were able to remove 95% of 
the tumor, however, 5% of an 
aggressive high grade tumor 
remains.   

Currently, Erin is back 
home (at her parent's home) 
recovering rapidly. Since she 
just had brain surgery and 
can't start chemo for another 3 
to 4 weeks their unborn 
daughter (Sunny) gets a few 
extra weeks to develop before 
being delivered prematurely at 
28 weeks.   Erin will begin 
chemotherapy at MD Anderson 
shortly after Sunny’s birth.

Justin McElhannon
Justin and Misty McElhannon have 
been together for 10 years and have 
three sons, Bryce (9), Brody (6), and 
Braxton (4). They moved to Boerne 
in 2008 and immediately fell in love 
with the community.  Shortly after 
their move Cara Hobbs invited the 
McElhannon’s to join their “Young 
Marrieds” sunday school class. It 
was in that place that we began to 
see what relevant relationships look 
like. It has been an honor to serve  
Clays for Cara the past four years 
and it is extremely humbling to now 

be included in the event.   In May of 
2011 we were blindsided as Justin 
was diagnosed with Polymyositis, 
Systemic Sclerosis, Interstitial Lung 
Disease and several other  
autoimmune disorders. After two 
years of heavy treatment plans from 
multiple doctors  and weeks at the 
Cleveland Clinic, Justin was 
diagnosed with Avascular Necrosis.  
We battle his health daily. He is 
100% immunocompromised and has 
spent the better half of 2014 in and 
out of the hospital. While doctors are 
not able to find a cure or offer a 
normal life expectancy...the whole 
“Mac Crew” continues to put their 
faith in God and support from friends 
and family.

Clays for Cara Newsletter Issue #2 Summer 2014 Page 2

Brea Hines 
We are so excited to 
announce that Brea 

Hines is finished with 
chemotherapy and is 
doing great!  On July 

15th Brea had 9 
different tests done to 
confirm she was cancer free and on 
July 28th was given the all clear by 

her physicians.  Brea is excited about 
starting school with her friends on 

August 25th! 

Kelli Bevans
We are happy to 
report that Kelli is 

currently working as 
a nurse at Texas 

A&M Student Health 
Center.  She 

continues to seek 
treatment for 

recurring migraines 
and has MRIs every two months.  
Physicians can only see healling 

tissue from surgery and radiation with 
no signs of new growth or cancer! 

Mark Gronette
Mark fought bravely 
but ultimately lost his 

battle with brain 
cancer on June 4, 

2014.   Anna and her 
three children Molly 

Hope (4), Henry Mark (2) and Oakley 
David (1) have since spent time in 
Texas with family but are now back 
home in Lousiville Kentucky.  You 

can keep up with Anna and family on 
her blog www.unendingpeace.com.

Our 2014 Families



Clays for Cara is a volunteer organization that was founded to assist the Hobbs family as they 
were forced to relocate from Boerne to Houston, Texas so Cara could seek treatment for brain 
cancer at MD Anderson. Cara fought bravely, but unfortunately lost her  battle with brain cancer 
on March 14, 2011.  
Throughout this incredibly stressful time the Hobbs family was blessed with love and support 
from family and friends. This support system helped organize the necessities like food and 
shelter that a young family would need away from home. Throughout this very difficult time, 
Justin was able to focus on Cara and his two young girls.
Clays for Cara realizes that not everyone battling such a devastating disease may have a similar 
support system in place, as a result, Clays for Cara strives to provide financial assistance to 
individuals that are forced to relocate so they can continue their fight against cancer or other life 
threatening conditions.

WAYS YOU CAN HELP
• Donate to Clays for Cara
• Attend our Annual Fundraising Clay Shoot & Dinner (October 4th, 2014)
• Do you have a silent auction item to donate?
• Time (We are always looking for volunteers at our annual clay shoot and dinner event)

Contact Us:
www.claysforcara.com

claysforcara@gmail.com
or follow us on:

We Need Your Help!

  Our Mission at the Cara Ann Hobbs Foundation is to honor  the memory of Cara Hobbs 
by continuing her legacy of kindness, love, and compassion for those directly affected by 

cancer or other life threatening illness as well as the ongoing support of the Cara Ann 
Hobbs Endowment at The University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center.


